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Introduction - the point of departure 
In Hong Kong, the gap between the have and have-not in the society will likely 
to be exacerbated by the highly competitive economic environments. Because of the 
social stigma, the have-nots could not find their place in the community and become an 
alienated group in the community. To integrate these people back to the community 
become one of the paramount concern of the society. 
On the other hand, in a densely populated city where people are boxed within 
their tiny flats in the high-rise residential towers, the chance of interactions among 
different spectrums of the society and getting to know their neighbors are hard to find. 
The provision of meeting place for the community to enable the re-
establishment of the mutual supporting community spirit and the sense of 
neighborhoods is a prominent issue which the city dwellers should address to. 
Community centres are not merely a functional building or a container for 
community facilities. They should perform as the heart of the community which 
generates the life-blood for the whole district. 
The western district is one of the oldest district in Hong Kong. The sloping 
topography affects the physical development as well as the social stratification of the 
district and the Bonham Road demarcates the better off at the higher mid-level from 
their counterparts at the lower level. 
The chosen site of the community centre straddles between High Street and 
Boham Road. It endeavors to bring together the two communities together and to 
foster a sense of unity within the community. 
The proximity of the chosen site to the King George V Memorial Park enables 
ample out-door space for the stretching of the community in the densely populated 
environment. 
This project will incur various architecture issues, including the rezoning of 
landuse, the intergration of the site with the surroundings, the preservation of the 
granite facade of the existing building and the identification with the needs of the 
society. They will be dealt with separately in the report and then a design strategy for 
the community centre will be proposed in the final part of the report. 
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Client Profile 
Home Affairs Department acts as a bridge between the government and the 
people, contributing to the continued stability and well-being of our society. 
The Home Affairs Department is responsible for the District administration 
Scheme, community building and community involvement activities, and minor 
environmental improvement projects. 
Community building efforts involve providing purpose-built facilities for group 
and community activities, the formation of citizen's organization and the 
encouragement of community participation in the administration of public affairs so as 
to foster among the people of Hong Kong a sense of belonging, mutual care and civic 
responsibility. 
Its responsibility also includes exercising statutory functions related to the 
improvement of safety standards of bedspace apartment. Through welfare agencies, it 
provides accommodation of persons displaced from bed-space apartments. 
While the Home Affairs Department has policy responsibility for the program 
of community building, the Home Affairs Department and the Social Welfare 
Department are principally responsible for its implementation. 
Social Welfare Department provides a wide range of facilities for dilTerent 
sectors of the community including children and youth, the elderly and the disabled etc. 
For example, child-care centres, residential services for the elderly, rehabilitation 
services for the disabled people. Some of the facilities are provided in the welfare block 
of community centres, while others are accommodated on public housing estates, 
private developments and joint-user buildings. 
In regards to community building, social welfare department organizes a wide 
range of group and committees work activities to promote the social relationships and 
cohesion within the community. 
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, Though Hong Kong is not a welfare state but the community cares deeply 
about its state of welfare. In 1995 the objective of the department was set out in the 
white paper "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation : A Better Tomorrow for all 
(1995)”. To meet this commitment the department has been actively planning for the 
expansion of its services. This involves the identification of premises to accommodate 
the additional service. In the 1995 departmental report of Social Welfare Department 
there is still a shortage of 86 premises. 
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Land Use Issue • A Reconsideration of Amendment of Land Use 
Zoning 
The controversial issue in 1994 that the Hong Kong government intended to 
auction the old mental hospital for residential flat redevelopment aroused much 
protest from the local community and prompted us to look into the historical 
background of the site. 
The building was originally built as European Nursing Staff Quarter of the 
Civil Hospital in 1892. After World War H, the staff quarters were converted into a 
mental hospital. An annex, which was at the present the Hong Kong Player, was build 
in 1950 as staff quarter addition. 
With the completion of Castle Peak Mental Hospital in 1961, the old mental 
hospital was used as the day care center and the treatment of psychiatric out-patient. 
By 1971 the Rehabilitation Center moved to David Trench and the building had been 
left vacant since then. 
The site remained as GIC (Government, Institution and Community) category 
until 1992 when the government announced its intention to rezone the area into 
residential category. The rezoning was based on the ground that the Hospital 
Authority lacked the fund to redevelop the old mental hospital and, with the recent 
expansion of Queen Marry Hospital, there shall be no need to redevelop the mental 
hospital on medical purpose. 
In the outline zoning plan issued in 1993, the old mental hospital was rezoned 
from GIC into residential area. But strong opposition came from the community 
regarding government's intention to auction the land to private developers. As the old 
hospital area was the only low dense development area in the Western District, the 
redevelopment of the hospital into residential block would further worsen the present 
congested conditions of the Western District. The site had been used for GIC purpose 
since 1892. The further reduction of GIC site would have an adverse effect on the 
well-beings of the community. 
The lot boundary facing High Street commanded a good vista of the King 
George V Memorial Garden and the facade of the old mental hospital could be 
transformed into a nice viewing corridors for the community as a whole. By 1994 
upon reviewing the public opinion, the government suspended the auction of the 
hospital and the seeking for alternative use of site as GIC went underway. 
Due to the growing demand for communities facilities in the district and the 
existing Western District Community Center at Western Street was lacking space for 























































































































































































District Community Centre 
As Noithcote Education College at Taipo was under constructed at the 
moment, the college at Bonham Road would soon be removed upon the completion of 
the construction work in Taipo. Noithcote Education College was directly accessible 
from Bonham Road and it could be a possible location for the future district commuity 
centre. But after consultation with Education Department, the consideration was 
doomed as the areas was reserved for the future language training centre. 
With its proximity to the King George V Memorial Garden, the old mental 
hospital could be an another ideal ground for community center and the first 
preliminary feasibility study was then done by Architectural Services Department in 
1995. Keeping with the low rise development was the major consideration in the 
design. 
The impact of the future District Community Center on the adjacent 
methadone center is considered in this paper. In Hong Kong, the drug addicts were 
less willing to disclose their drug addiction, and they preferred centers of less obvious 
location. The portion of the Eastern Street between the old mental hospital and 
methadone clinic, being less frequented by vehicular and pedestrian traffic, became 
the gathering ground for the drug addicts who came to the center for medical 
treatment. The wide tree canopies along the Eastern street provided excellent shelter 
for sitting out. 
With the redevelopment of mental hospital into community center, the area 
would then be frequently visited by the general public and this would prompt the 
reconsideration of better ground for the methadone center. 
With the completion of the specialized medical blocks in Queen Mary 
Hospital, the specialized units in the Jockey Club Clinic at Queen Road West would 
be transferred to the Queen Mary Hospital within a couple of years. The emptied floor 
space in Jockey Club Clinic might be a possible spot for the relocation of the existing 
methadone clinic which was at the present housed in a run-down Victorian building at 
High Street. There were some open space of less obvious location behind the Jockey 
Club Clinic and would likely be favored by the drug addicts. 
If the relocation of methadone clinic was possible, the adjacent lot to the west 
of the old mental hospital could then be rezoned for other landuse purpose, such as 
residential flats. 
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Site Analysis • A Consideration of Integration with the Surrounding 
Environment 
Comparing with the existing community center at the Western Street, the local 
community had the following words about the location of the new center at High 
Street: 
(1) They complained that the new location was too dark and was an insecure place 
to go. Most of the housewife were worried a great deal about their own safety as 
they would come to the center in the evening; 
(2) The traffic was a mess along the Eastern Street. There were too many vehicles 
using the street. Because of its reduced width, the air quality of the Eastern 
Street was poorer than the Western Street. The vehicular exhaust created a very 
dusty and polluted environment which was detrimental to the health of the 
pedestrian; 
(3) The High Street location was higher than the existing community center at 
Western Street. People living in the lower part of the Western District found that 
it would be too taxing to walk all the way up to the new center. 
(4) The site location was isolated, lacking linkages with the surroundings. To the 
south was the Northcote College, west was the drug addict centre, east and south 
were slopes cutting off the site from the direct access to Bonham Road and King 
George V Memorial Garden. 
To deal with the above listed problem, an overall strategy to improve the 
linkages of the new community center with its surroundings were proposed as 
follows: 
(1) To create a safe road junction at High Street and Eastern Street, the portion of 
Eastern Street Between High Street and 3rd Street would be zoned as non-
vehicular area so that some of traffic could be redistributed to 3rd Street and the 
traffic load on the said road junction could be reduced. Zebra crossing would be 
provided at High Street to create a safer zone for access to the community centre 
and to facilitate better pedestrian flow from the King George V Memorial 
Garden to the community centre. 
(2) To deal with the dust problems, transparent screen separating the pedestrian path 
with the driveway would be provided to the lower portion of Eastern Street from 
2nd Street to Queen Road West; 
Pedestrian flyover will be provided over the hospital road to bring people from 
the Eastern Street to the King George V Memorial Park. Pedestrian, especially 
the elderly, could then go to the High Street via the recently renovated walkways 
of the garden without walking along the steeply sloping upper portion of the 
Eastern Street. 
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‘ 4) Three entrances would be provided to forge the link with the surroundings, that 
is High Street, Eastern Street, and Bonham Road entrances. Entrances were 
brought together at the public concourse at 49 level which forged the links 
between the upper and lower Western District; 
5) To create better linkage with the Central Street, it was proposed to have Ying 
Was Terrace and West End Terrace connected together with the drug addict 
centre site. In the previous section of urban land issue, it was mentioned that the 
drug addict centre site could be into residential land use. Therefore, the podium 
level of the residential building could be formed into part of the terrace linkages 
between the Central Street and the Eastern Street entrance of the community 
centre at 49 level. Shop fronts open on to the terrace could attract more people 
walking via the terrace link to the public concourse of the community centre. 
Transparent Screen separating 
\ \ 
Proposed flyover over Hospital 
Road 
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District Community Centre 
‘Working with Old Building - a pros and cons on method of 
preservation 
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In 1992 the Antique and Monument Office reclassified the old mental hospital 
form Grade II to Grade I historical building. 
The facade of old mental hospital was the subject of preservation. It was made 
of rusticated granite formed into an arcade verandah which gave a dignified 
renaissance appearance to the building. According to the Antique and Monumental 
Oftice two-third of construction cost in 1892 (i.e. $ 75,000) went into the granite 
facade and the retaining wall. 
The proportion study in the thesis report done by Mr.Y.RYeung of University 
ol Hong Kong revealed the well co-ordination of dimensions of the facade in line with 
the mathematical rule of golden section. It was undoubtedly a treasure of Hong Kong 
people which needed the utmost attention in the redevelopment program. 
As regards the rest of the buildings they were in badly rundown conditions. 
The interior was severely damaged by fire which had broken out twice since the 
building was left vacant. Part of the roof had collapsed and the structural integrity of 
the brick wall was greatly affected. To renovate the interior would cost a huge sum 
which did not worth to do it. 
There were various ways to retain the facade of existing building. The most 
common practice was to build a braced steel scaffold to grip the facade together before 
the commencement of demolition of the building behind it. The steel scaffold could be 
either on the external or internal side of the building, depending on the space 
availability on the site. 
As the building facade of the mental hospital was resting on a retaining 
structure, the method of preservation proposed in this paper was slightly different from 

























































































































































































































District Community Centre 
from the above description. Several factors which came into the consideration of 
choosing the right method were listed as below: 
(1) Due to the sloping topography of the site, the existing building was built on a 
huge retaining wall. Records on the retaining structure was lacking. Referring 
to the construction method of those days, it was probably made of granite wall 
to hold back the soil and water pressure by its own self-weight. To fulfill the 
present day's stringent geotechnical requirement, it was advisable to have 
existing retaining wall to be demolished and rebuild again; 
(2) The existing granite retaining wall was massive and occupied a lot of space 
above ground. The use of soldier pile wall below ground level to replace the 
existing one would free more space for the future community center; 
(3) The existing building at junction between High Street and Eastern Street was 
off the ground on an elevated platform. Being a community center, it was more 
appropriate to bring the building back to ground level to allow pedestrians to 
have direct access from street level with the building interior so as to attract 
more people using the centers; 
(4) Since the facade was resting on the retaining structure, the demolition of the 
retaining structure meant the removal of the facade foundation. To preserve the 
facade, there would be two ways to do about it., that was either to build a 
temporary platform underneath the facade before demolition of the retaining 
wall or to have the facade transported to elsewhere and then had it reassembled 
again after excavation work and construction of the ground floor slab was 
done. For the latter method, dowel bars could be inserted between granite and 
the reinforced concrete supporting structure to create bond with the new 
structure. The first method might be a hindrance to the substructure work as 
the platform supporting structure would stand in the way of the excavation 
machinery and hence it would take longer period to complete the substructure. 
The second method might require additional cost of reassembling but as the 
facade was formed into an arch verandah, the actual amount of granite 
materials needed to be transported and reassembled were less than the one-
quarter of the surface area of the facade. Therefore, the additional work of the 
second method would not constitute a significant increase in the cost of 
preservation which might be offset by the savings in the construction time. The 
granite materials could be transported and stored in the yard behind the 
Northecote Education College until the time was ready for its reassemble; 
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Program - A Identification of the Need of the Community 
Standard provisions for district community center are laid out in the Chapter 3 
Community Facilities of the Hong Kong Planning Standards Guidelines. According to 
the guideline, there shall be one district community for every 80 000 to 120 000 
persons in a district. The total population in Central and Western District are 245 000 
(1991 census). With only one district community center in the district, the provision of 
facilities in the community center need a reviewed to see what sort of improvement 
shall be required. 
Existing District Community Center 
At the present, the district community center at High Street has the following 
facilities: 
(1) group work unit for children, youth and adult; 
(2) family activity and resource center; 
(3) day activity center for the mentally handicapped; 
(4) reading room; 
(5) one interest group classrooms for 20 persons; 
(6) two multi-purpose rooms (each of 50 sq. M.); 
Comparing with the guideline, the areas provided in the center are generally 
below the standard schedule of accommodation. The standard items and the floor area 
required of a district community center are listed as below: 
(1) multipurpose hall and stage 451 sq. m. 
(2) administration, conference room 135 sq. m. 
(3) open basketball court/ 448 sq. m. 
outdoor activities area 
(4) group activities - children 228 sq. m. 
group activities - youth 242 sq. m. 
(6) group activities - adult 112 sq. m. 
(7) study/ reading room 130 sq. m. 
(8) day nursery for children 336 sq. m. 
aged 2 -6 years 
total 2082 sq. M. 
From an interview with the locals, the interest group classroom and the multi-
purpose rooms were frequently used by the people. The time for advance booking for 
the use of the classroom and multi-purpose rooms could be more than one year, 
indicating a great demand for the expansion of such facilities in the district. , 
Comments on the multipurpose hall were made during interview with the 
members of Hong Kong Players which was presently using the annex in the mental 
hospital at High Street. Hong Kong Players was an amateur drama organization whose 
members were mainly foreigners. The technical director, Mr. Steven Lewis, explained 
most of its performances were in english medium that is the reason why the majority 
of its members are expatriates. Their organization had on average around ten 
performances in one year. The building was used as their rehearsal ground, work 
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shops and costume and props storage's. Performance was usually held in Art Centers 
in Wanchai. With the shortage of space in the territory, Mr. Steven Lewis commented 
that two of halls of various sizes were preferable to only one big halls. 
Other Existing Community Facilities 
There are other existing community facilities in the district which need 
upgrade and shall be provided in the new district community center. 
(1) Day Nursery at 1st street which is congested and lacks outdoor space; 
(2) Out-reach Social Work Team in Kennedy Town which lacks a central 
location in the district; 
(3) Care and Attention Homes which have 13 000 applications under 
waiting list; 
(4) Bedspace apartment for single persons 
For the item (3) &(4) they were initially included in the design program but 
the consideration was dropped out for the keeping of the building height of the new 
addition in harmony with the exisiting 2-storied facade. Day Cares/ Social Centres for 
elderly will not be provided in the proposed district community center at High Street. 
Instead it will be included in the residential redevelopment of the staff quarter of 
slaughter house by Housing Society in Kennedy Town. 
Rehabilitation Facilities 
A white paper on rehabilitation was issued in 6/1995, setting out the 
government's policy decisions on the further development of rehabilitation services 
for the next decade and beyond. At the present, the territory had about 264 000 
individuals with some form of disability and the objective of Hong Kong's 
rehabilitation services is to integrate people with a disability into the community. 
Therefore, in addition to the day activities center for adult mentally 
handicapped, an early education and training center shall be provided for the mentally 
handicapped under the age of 6. To complement the day activities centre, a hostel for 
severly handicapped adult would be provided to offer accommodation as well as to 
encourage the handicapped people to live independently. The hostel for severely 
handicapped would be a pioneer service in the whole territory. It endeavoured to 
achieve the objective laid down in the white paper, that is “ Equal Opportunity for 
All , 
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Summary of Schedule of Accommodation 
Uses Capacity Area 
Multi-purpose Hall option 1 500 seats 450 sq. M 
option 2 300 seats 275 sq. M. 
200 seats 175 sq. M. 
Conference Room 35 people 40 sq. M. 
Group Work Unit 625 sq. M. 
Day Nursery Centre 100 people 327 sq. M. 
Outreaching Social Work n o sq. M. 
Day Activities Centres 50 people 350 sq. M. 
Early Education Training Centre 60 people 142 sq. M. 
Hostel for the Handicapped 50 people 631 sq. M. 
Total 2675 sq. M. 
Conference Room 
For group and community meetings, film-shows to smaller gatherings and audio 
visual illustration to education groups. 
Multi-purpose Hall 
.For concerts, operas, film shows, ceremonies etc.; 
.For physical activities such as judo, running games etc.: 
.For exposition of photos, paintings, handicrafts, arts etc.; 
.For mass activities such as fun fair, open parties, dinner parties etc.; 
.To serve as community hall; 
.Ceiling height of hall around 9.14 M for badminton; 
Work Group Unit 
.Work Group Unit provides group and welfare programs for enhancing personal 
growth and responsibility towards community, meeting welfare needs of individual 
and families; 
.Various facilities are provided for children, youth and adult including, common 
room, group activities room, domestic science room, photo dark room and 
study/reading room; 
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Family activity and resource centre serves as focal point of interest and contact for 
families in the locality. Play areas for children, TV and hifi, family sitting area are 
provided in the centre. Tea party and family functions will be organized from time to 
time the centre to enhance family relationship and to develop mutual help among 
families of the community. 
Day Nursery Centre 
.Day Nursery Centre provided core and training for children between 2 and 6 years 
old in a day nursery activities are organized for children with an aim to develop, 
their social, physical and conceptual skills. These activities generally include gross 
motor play, fine motor play, creative arts and crafts, story telling, music etc. Outdoor 
playground are preferably provided in the centre. 
.Child Care Centres Ordinance and Regulation lay out the building control on day 
nursery centres (see Appendix I); 
Outreaching Social Work 
.Outreaching social works provides counseling and guidance to young people, 
especially those who are vulnerable to undesirable influences. Social workers will 
go out to places where young people like to hang around eg playground, electronic 
game centres, to build up relationship with them, to help them to solve out their 
problem and to provide guidance for their proper development; 
• Facilities like interview room and multi-purpose activity room will be provided; 
Day Activity Centre 
.Provide training to the mentally handicapped adult and to help them to develop the 
skills to look after themselves and to live independently; 
.Dining/ Social training area, peer room, and sick bays are provided in the centre; 
Early Education and Training Centre 
.The centre provide rehabilitation service for the mentally handicapped children under 
6. It aims to speed up their progress through rehabilitation training programs, enable 
them to join with other normal kids for primary education and integrate them with the 
normal social activities; 
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Functional Analysis 
Public Concourse, Community Centre, and the Linkage with the 
Surroundings 
_ 
Sketch of Quincy Marke t , U S A 
Design A and B 
Due to the peculiarities in the site conditions (refer site analysis) and the varied 
nature of the facilities in the community centre, a public concourse at 49 level would 
be provided to forge the link among different parts of the site and various entrances. 
First, entrance at Bonham Road would enable the community to the north of 
Bonham Road had direct access to the community centre. Lift lobby provided the 
vertical linkages to bring pedestrian from the Bonham Road at 63.5 level to the public 
concourse at 49 level. 
Second Eastern Street entrance at 43 level and 49 level would provide direct 
access to the multi-purpose hall and the public concourse respectively. Lift lobby 
would bring pedestrian to different levels within the buildings. 
Third High Street entrance sandwiched between Eastern Street and Bonham 
Street entrance would provide access to the public concourse along the front elevation 
of the building. 
There would be various sorts of activities at the public concourse. Out door 
sitting area, cafe and shops would be provided at the concourse to enliven the area. 
Being an elevated platform, the public concourse would also become a viewing 
corridor. Pedestrian could have a panorama view of the Western District and the King 
George V Memorial Park. With the preservation of the existing verandah, the arch 
opening of the verandah framed the view of the whole district. 
The sunken courtyards were provided at various spots of the public concourse. 
With the introduction of level changes, the activities at the sunken courtyards could be 
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segregated from the pedestrian flows at the public concourse but visual contact could 
still be maintained without any physical barrier. 
Design C and the Final Design 
The revised schematic functional analysis indicated various functional 
relocation from basement to the above ground location. For example, the day nursery 
centre was relocated to 2/F, accessible from the lift lobby at Bonham Road as well as 
the main lift lobby at High Street. Multi-purpose hall was initally relocated to the top 
floor of the east block. But the hall was finally located at ground floor, accessible 
directly from the public concourse and the main lift lobby in the final design. 
With the relocation of functions from the basement to the ground floor, the 
courtyard level was also raised to the main level of the public concourse. Compared 
with the previous sunken courtyard design, better integration in terms of inside world 
and outside world and better daylighting for the courtyard could be achieved in the 
final design. 
The roof of the multi-purpose hall was utilized the podium outdoor playground 
for day nursery centre and landscaped terrace for the family resource centre of the 
group work unit. 
The work group occupied the entire two storied low block, wrapping around 
the courtyard. Basement carpark had vehicular access from the Eastern Street. For the 
high block, care and attention home for the elderly and the singleton hostel were taken 
away out of the concern for building height. Nevertheless, the design of the high block 
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Functional Analysis 
Linkage within the inside world of the community centre 
The district community centre consists of multifarious facilities for all 
spectrums of people in the society, the normal as well as the disables. For planning 
purpose, they are classifies into three categories regarding their nature of activities: 
(1) the residential facilities; 
(2) the interactive social facilities; 
(3) the facilities requiring seclusive setting; 
The residential facilities are located in the upper stories for better lighting, 
ventilation and view. The interactive social facilities are located close to the public 
concourse and podium roof terrace to enhance their interaction. The facilities 
requiring seclusive setting will be provided with mechanical ventilation and acoustic 
control. Details of functions grouped under each categories are listed in the schematic 
diagram. 
The interactive social facilities are the core of the program which bring live to 
the community centre. Their relationships are separately analyzed in a schematic 
diagram. They are mainly classified into services for the normal,, the disables and the 
young people likely subjected to the bad influence in the society. The main design 
strategy is to enhance their interactions with each other and with the society through 
their integration with the public concourse and outdoor space. 
As the public concourse is linked to the Boham Road, the Eastern Street and 
High Street., it is also endeavoured to bring together the better off to the north of 
Bonham Road at mid-level with those people living in the Sung Ying Pun district to 
the south of the Bonham Road and to foster the social unity in the western district 
through the provision of a new district community at High Street. 
Howard Ilui 
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Schematic Linkages within the Community Centre 
View, Light, Residential Hostel for mentally 
Ventilation, ^ Facilities handicapped 
Privacy 
• ^ 
Public Interactive Day Activities Centres 
Concourse, ^ ^ Social — - Early Education Centres 
Courtyard, Facilities Work Group Units 
Podium terrace L Day Nursery 




Mechanically, Facilities p Multi-purpose Hall 
Acoustically requiring l - Conference Room 
controlled seculsive 
evironment setting 
Linkages among interactive soical facilites 
Facilites for Disables Facilities for the Normal 
children -early education ^ ^ day nursery 
children work group 
adult -day activites ^ ^ adult work group 
youth I -day activities — ^ youth work group 
2E 
Facilities for Deliquent 
youth I out reach | social workers 
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Massing Analysis ^ ^ 
The massing went through / ^ l l t f I " jJJJ^ "^ ^^ "^  
three differnet schemes before //^^^fltll j j j j i ^ 
the final desing was drawn up JK^ 
I j r 
"^^ ^^ I^ ^^ J^ rfffH Design A 
This was the earliest design 
j j j ^ which indicated the attention of 
-J iUl lUp^ having a linear block to visually 
7 connect the east and west blocks 
1. — — Z J V / 
2. Hostel for Disables / 
3. Day Activities Centre ^ 
4. Early Education for Disable Children / 
5. Multi-purpose Hall j \ 
6. Work Groups 
7. Day Nursery Centre 
8. Existing Facade 
— Howard Hui 
District Community Centre 
Massing Analysis 
4 III! nil I nil 
Design B l l j l M ^ ^ 
X^fiiiiiiiiiiiiill 
The linear block was omitted 
/ ^ r j f f because of the incongruity of 
architecture language with the 
\ / ^ S existing granite facade. East and 
^^ ^ W ^ west blocks appeared visually 
j ^ j J J U " ^ separated. Bridges were 
IlljK I A constructed to provide 
I ^ M x i j i ^ y J connection between east and 
J j ^ / ~ / 4 A west blocks. 
1. Singleton Hostel N ^ / 
2. Early Education for Disables / 
3. Hostel for Disables and / 
Day Activities Centre ^ ^ ^ \ 
4. Care and Attention Home for Elderly ^ 
5. Multi-purpose Hall / 
6. Work Groups / K 
7. Day Nursery Centre / / \ 
8. Existing Facade / j 
Howard Ilui 
District C o m m u n i t y Centre 
Massing Analysis 
Design C 
West block was revised to 
^ ^ ^ ^ follow the foot print of existing 
^ ^ ^ r|[f building, that is U-shape 
1 configuration wrapping around a 
" " " " ^ f f iK ^ courtyard. Connection of east 
TDM^ 1 / ^ ^ J x l and west block was provided by 
main lift lobby. Compared with 
1 ^ ^ the previous design, the massing 
2 j ^ ^ was simplified to reveal the 
A clarity in spatial planning. 
^ V / 
1. Multi-purpose Hall / 
2. Hostel for Disables 
3. Day Nursery / 
4. Lift/ Staircase / / 
5. Early Education for Disables / / 
6. Courtyard / / N 
7. Work Group / / 
8. Existing Facade 
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Solid and Void Analysis 
——: r - r 
“ — > DESIGN A 
, _ ' B p ^ \ DESIGN B 
r 
I 
^^^^^^^^^^ — DESIGN C 
Design A 
Two courtyards were located on either sides of the axis defined by the symmetry of 
the linerar block. 
Design B 
More open space was provided. The configuration of the open space was irregular and 
lacked clarity, especially for area in between the east and the west block. 
Design C 
The configuration of open space was simplified. The axis for courtyard of west block 
was reoriented to run parallel with the public concourse. 
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Sectional Analysis 
Design A and B 
… I- : ” : … _ — 
Design C 
^xrs -fAc/oe 
Design A and B 
Multi-purpose hall was sunken below ground which required extensive excavation 
bdow ground level. Sunken courtyard was castecl in deep shadow. Its narrow and deep 
configuration made the courtyard look unpleasant. 
Design C 
Extent of excavation was reduced. The basement of the existing building was 
converted into carpark. Courtyard was raised to ground level, adjacent to the public 
concourse. The volumetric configuration of courtyard was so improved that it was no 
longer casted in deep shadow. Existing granite facade was detached from the new 
addition to make a clear statement between the new and old. 
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MASSING OF FINAL DESIGN 
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Conceptual Diagram 
^ R R N BUILDING BLOCK 
’ 1 —n 
I — ^ — J [1 1. High Block 
2. Low Block 
: : : : : : : : : . :…:I… 3. Existing Facade 
3 
r — I I I I 
I ., NEGATIVE SPACE 
~ • g n 
4. Roof Terrace 
4 —— / 5. Courtyard 
W 6 . VERTICAL 
I U | CIRCULATION 
1 y 6. Main Core 
‘―^ 7. Staircas Core 
nzizjj 8. Periphery Core 
The Conceptual Diagrams above illustrate the organisation of the building. 
Firstly the building block diagram indicated 2 L-shpaed blocks facing each other and 
the pitched roof blocks corresponded to the configuration of the existing granite 
facade. ^ 
Secondly negative space diagram showed how the building block wrapped around the 
negative space - the pitched roof enclosing a courtyard while the high block facing a 
podium roof terrace. 
Thirdly the vertical circulation diagram indicated how the main circulation core 
bouiid the two L-shaped blocks together. The staircase core at courtyard facilitates 
circulation between different levels of group work units. The periphery core on the left 
provided lift services for the high block. 
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CIRCULATION DIAGRAM 
S T H 
r 1 BASiyiENTCARI'ARKr-^  ——r^~~ 
i i i i i CIRCULATION AREA - r ^ • — 
> ENTRANCE P ^ • [ [ - ] 
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P B ^ \mi "1 R 
L-WM-- ._ Mij COURTYARD f t u l j— 
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7 - - jtzTJi ! * ig[ 'jjijcrr : 
Z — A ) 
W 3 3 m ^ L [ 
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/ r ^ ~ C JIV rr 11 s ‘ i• U I — \ 
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\ / jx^i . n 
F - Y X y s T — - — n s r ( 
\ K 
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0 1 3 6 10 1 tr 
Mo wart! I lui 
Dis t r i c t C o m m u n i t y C e n t r e 
/ " - r i r " DAY NUr^SlCRY “ 
__.. . . . . f t i . , ‘ F f f l 
— E ^ y L i 
• \ — n : A U L Y RO(M, , m m A C E H I H I 
Y - E l UCATION... ^ ‘ ‘ ’ 
A | T ^ . I L J J 
/ / ~ • — — p -
/ f ~ HO iTI': . V( R I) SAl LKS J L 
/ N ^ I P r I T ^ 
/ i ^ 1 1 1 1 1 m X ^ L 
: i m ^ l z 
. ^ — - f 
’ : 
3 r 
^ I , , , , , ra [il lpi 
L _ _ _ _ C I R C U L A T I O N A R E A 
- I - - > E N T R A N C E • 
J 4 
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DIAGRAMS OF 
MEANS OF ESCAPE p p r ^ —1 
L J M E A N S O F E S C A P E TO L U S ^ A I M W G L - R — 
- j ^ F ^ • 
P O I N T O F E G R E S S I ^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ - _ 
— > T R A V E L D I S T A N C K ^ ^ ^ ^ S H R 
L i r o r o L H y 
B F 
Z IP] ^ ^ XI I .1 
z — ^ ^ ^ 
S B o n 111/ 
^ f i ^ r t l ~ - - COURTYARD I J— 
_ I , , , I ••- / R 
^ ~ ~ _ _ _ i 
-— ~ I I 
MUI/N-I'ULI^^XSEIIAI.L ‘ FMNMLIMM H 
I ruiu.ic CONCOUKSII D \ 1 
II - • — •• ______ . , . , , , ^ 
t S f 
/ SF.RVICR YARD 
[ P ^ i , ; 
Z _ f t - _ _ _ _ / p | p 3 L J 
/ ^ Y M i M z j i i v , 1 I — f ^ 
/ _ > k - V i — — - p — T 
_ — ^ ‘ 
0 1 3 6 10 1 r 
TILL- I I I A 
. — — Howard Hui 
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DIAGRAMS OF 
MEANS OF ESCAPE 
/ 
y ^ g n ^ ^ DAY n u r s k r y p ^ ^ — ^ — 
X ~ ^ I J l x l — — — — 
2 
/ / ^ T ^ 11 
, z — [far V L J I i ^ r V F ^ 
I - t J 
3 
_ I I | \ L ~ T " 1 F L L _ _ M E A N S O F E S C A P E 
p j i ' ^ ^ i 
Z ' f n r 1 1 1 1 - I — T ^ ^ P O I N T O F I L G R E S S 
[ Z L i U ^ 'I j > F( R I) SAl LKS 3 1 . 
~ — ' ' — > T R A V E L D I S T A N C E 
^ _ I J 4 
0 1 3 6 10 
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Building Service Integration 
" y / J """ Electrical Equipment 
1. emergency generator 
r ^ ^ > / " \ jansformerroom 
Telephone M.D.F. room 
NX /‘2_ 1 I 
& / ^ j j The emergency generator was located at 
• roof foi ventilation. Transformer room 
^ ^ ^ / was situated at High Street, detached 
^ ^ from the main building for easy 
‘ ^ ^ \ ^ m a i n t e n a n c e purpose. Telephone 
Y^ / M.D.F. room was provided at entrance 
^ ^ U / of Eastern Street, next to the janitor 
- M , o . . 
Lift and Escalator Strategy 
4. passenger lifts ( Bonham Rd to 
& J ^ ^ f passenger lifts and firemen lifts/ 
• disable lifts 
/ 6. escalators ( from Eastern St. to 
‘ public concourse) 
Passenger lifts denoted no. 5 facilitated 
vertical transport between High Street 
J ^ ^ / / and work groups and day nursery 
‘ U ^ , ^ ^ ‘ centres. Passenger lifts denoted no. 4 
enables access to the higher block from 
either Bonham Road or High Street. 
Air Conditioning 
7. Air handling units and chillers 
^ ( H i g h e r Block) 
8. Air handling unit 
^^^^^ ^ (multi-purpose hall) 
9. Air handling unit 
/ ( work group ) 
, \ / 10. to 
Key Plan / 
- / _ [---^  
1. AHU for the multipurpose hall { ^ M j F^l I ij^Tl^, 
.2. electrical riser _ ^ ^ \ V 
3. ventilation air ducts riser Z j ^ |||| ~ 
4. ventilation air ducts riser V HU 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































REDEVELOPMENT OF OLD MENTAL 
\ HOSPITAL AT HIGH STREET, 
\ HONG KONG 
I \ TINAL 
I \ . DESIGN 
f i i i i l l l Ull nil 1111 / f i • . 
. ' S l i m u ' L J • . 
a - “ 
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I LOBBY I ^ ^ ’ / ,T' > 
1- . J = ^ 1 ^ F ^ ^ R N ‘ ” 
— • ^ ^ S W s n 
legend 14. KITCHEN ‘ ^ ^ ^ L ^ ^ ~"J ^ ‘ g 
[ POO oc II- f ^ ' « V J ‘ j . 
LAVATORIES • 21. AHUOULL) . 7 1 I 1' ) 1 ^ ^ ‘ ’ “ ! ^ ^ ' ‘ " 
10. CONFEKENCEROOM 24. LOBBY j \ \ ‘ • \ \| ,1 S I q “^ 
r^AGE 25. LOADING AREA —___L_”_U__J^ •^^  .____,,__. f _ “ • DRESSING ROOMS 26. R£FusE ROOM “ I 
•STREBTT BASEMENT CARPARK 
SCALE 1:200 
• ^ 3 k J H ffi g , * 
f f r h 3 g 
• L b - * ‘ "I ‘ — 41 -4 U — I … .• • ^ ^  1 
I _ _ _ k + 4 4 — - - 4 . — — — V 
= I 1 -Sz^E^Eib-d^^u B h^gR I i LICCONCOURSE I 1 I f " 
E L J T T ^ . . T M I ^ T n T T T I \ 1 
L ) 
HIGH STREET GROUND FLOOR 
SCALE :200 
/ ~ ~ ~ . • . 
[Il n J 4 y :>\ :v , . . , . z y >> ^ i 
/ SERVICE YARD ,. 
: / u I ^ ^ ^ m i 
/ 1 DAYAcnvmLS CErmtES : "TTQ^o c, P^^ " 
' c ^ ^ S f c i ^ ^ f a … ^ I — i P ^ 
_ _ I f ' [t / \ L ^ - ^ 
— •’ Il 23 i ‘ \ \ . I Y ^ v p ^ f I 
- - I I . 20 [ • fl” o ^ ^ H ^ T J s 1 ' ! 
— [ F ^ ‘ ^ E N T R A F ^ ~~~ : • I J G ^ I G ] 
^ : : 
racH^ET FIRST FLOOR 
tr: ::==:...·:. :n-= 
2ND FLOO R 
LEGEND 
MA IN I, ODDY 







I. /IIEETJ I'OI; ROOM 




l l. LOilBY 
IJ. RECEPTION 
1•. OFTICE 
U . !'LA YROO~lS 
16. DIG MUSCLE RO OI>1S 
17. OUTDOOR PLAYGROUND 
Ill. KJTCIIEN 
19. TOit.ETS 
lll. l .AUI'iDRY 
21. rLAYAREAS 
ll RECEPTIO:"i & OH1CE 
lJ. I:\'TEKVI EW R00,\15 
lA. SPECIAL TRAINING R00,\ 15 





I. MALE IIOilMITOHY 
l. COMMON AREA 
4. KJTCIIEN 
5. D11'.1NG AREA 
6. SMALL GROUP ROOM 











1 1 o 13. MmmWJDERECIiSSKDGKOOVE 
/ / 14. TOP-IIUNG ANODISED 
^ U U . ^xr ir Ai.ii. wiNrwm; 
/ / 14 h 15) ANODISKD ALU. DOOR 
. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m f f ^ ' / / . g I 16. POWDER COATED ALU. FLASHINGS 
/ / 17. mm TIJK POLYCARBONATK SnEtrr 
/ / I 18. POWDER COATED ALU. FRAME 
3 0 -
TOWDER COATED ALU. CLADDING 
19 21 18 1 7 - ^ 16 H 20. 175 DEEPG_M_S. BEAM 
I _ \ / I ' 21. RAINWATER GUTTER 
—1 1 ^ n — 22- 50 DIA. r.V.C. RAINWATER PIPE 
"ir -22 J ^ f -23. 225miii DEEPGJVl^. I BEAM 
’ 24. EXTERNAL TYPE DOWNUGHT 
\ \ • . 2 0 J ^ r r JOOmm HIGH R.C. UPSTAND W/ 
\ “ 2 3 15 y . WASHED GRANO FIN. 
\ • j 2<. 25rain THK WASHED CRANO FIN. 
27. 25mm MIN WATERPROOF C/S SCREED 
2S. 50mm TllK RIGID USSULATION 
29. BITUMINOUS MEMBRANE ON 
‘ WATERPROOF CVS SCREED 
I I 30. 225nim WIDE FLAT CHANNEL W/ 
I S/S CHANNEL COVER • 
. . 1 1 31. FAIR FACED R.C CONCRETE 
b — I COLUMN ON EXTERNAL SIDE 
2 7 ~ ’ \ I 32. ISmni TIIK INTERNAL PLASTER 
2 3 \ \ ’ W/EMULSION PAINT HN. 
: ^ ——......= 
TYPICAL WALL SECTION 
OF HIGH BLOCK 
l i k 
x i i w 1 : 
• 27. INSULATED RETURN AIR DUCT \ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ——^ f j ‘ ‘ 
( 2 8 . LAQUF.ItJ.:D WOOD DADO \ \ \ \ ^ > • • 
r — \ X v / I 9 / f ^ 
WALL SECTION OF \ • J •E':; 
MULTI-PURPOSE HALL \ ! \ 
\ | 
X ; & i ? i , — / 
\ v^ :>V V / / • 'L \ • : S \ C i / SUSPENDED ACOUSTICAL FALSE CEILING 
\ I I V ^ v x ^ h o v V i , :^> |, z - — 
X f , ‘ \ \ l 28. 115 X2^X THK NON-SLIP CERA.VIC TILES 
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I T I 1 I T ^ T i l 
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SCALE 1: 100 
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EAST ELEVATION 
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SECTION C-C 
SCALE 1:100 
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M O D E L P H O T O S P S P ^ ^ N N T T ^ O I ^ 
.. ; 
• H p , 
AERIAL VIEW OF THE BUILDING 
CLOSE UP VIEW OF THE PODIUM TERRACE 
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MODEL PHOTOS f f ^ ^ ^ / jXr J 
-p'i I • • VIVi ViI" - n Li--—‘ r •“ 
I ^ ... L L - - mh — 
PHOTO SHOWING THE SOUTH AND THE WEST ELEVATION 
PHOTO SHOWING THE SOUTH AND THE EAST ELEVATION 
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MODEL PHOTOS 
p i / r -
W ^ ^ ^ P i j i i S S E S H 
c - a - M I g g a s a i • • • B H i • •!• • _ ? 
7 1 i P r i i i i i i i M r M f fl^^^H 
” P ^ ^ 
L . V . — - A … 
FRONT ELEVATION OF THE BUILDING 
H i i i s ” 1 
• till! if r r i r n ' " " ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
- \ ~ 
VIEW OF BUILDING FROM HIGH STREET AT HIGH LEVEL 
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MODEL PHOTOS I F ^ ^ ^ ? , . G ^ J G 
^ f e f f l M 
•••I®, 
VIEW OF BUILDING FROM JUNCTION OF HIGH ST. 
i l M I 
VIEW OF WESTERN FACADE FROM HIGH STREET 
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MODEL PHOTOS 
I . 1 - ~ I A- { I 
S r t r ^ M L S i 
. —— “———— ‘—— 
f — • ‘ . , [ M i l l , i “ f i ^ :• .!• r . • - •• .T ‘ 
MASSING MODEL OF DESIGN A 
MASSING MODEL OF DESIGN B 
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MODEL PH T S 
j ,. • I ( I I , - 7 . . . ,1' • • • -“ -""“:. 
t t ^ _ 
MASSING iVIODEL OF DESIGN C 
_ 
_ M ^ - V (I 
MASSING MODEL OF THE FINAL DESIGN 
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Precedence 
Hubertus Association, Netherlands - a statement on the outside and inside 
world 
( T B Y I — T : J J [ ^ J J 
' ' :1 : f :[:1 …1 
J r ] 1 … n : ^ - … \ Si : '! i: 
I I-—r I ^ . : - — _ fr i i • . 
, _ i : U r I 
qZ O ft/ G- - ~~ -—— 0 sr -JC-) —— • 
. . . o -a ri, . .-i) ^ 3 . ’ 
w \ ( , ’ U fc-a , , 1-J • , , .r ......•…. / ' —— 
1 M 1 _ I _ n I N " . i l T — T i \ ^ n I I I I I r - r 
The Hubertus Association was an voluntary organization for supporting single 
parents and their children. Services provided in the association included 24-hour 
creche work-group and temporary accommodation. The objective of the organizalion 
was to give the single parents and their children a place with security and protection 
while preparing for their return to the society. Though the Hubertus Association was 
not a district community center, the study on Van Eyck's building threw a lot of insight 
on the design of community center. 
To encourage communication and interaction, Van Eyck put a lot of emphasis 
on the connection between the world inside and the world outside, and the linkages 
between the different levels within the buildings. 
The use of bay windows, stepping loggias, open porch entrance, arched 
window transom and lull height glazing were deliberately used by Van Eyck lo forge 
the suggestive link between inside and outside. 
Split levels between the new annex and the existing buildings defined the 
different functional parts of the building. Split levels enriched the 3-dimensional quality 
and induced more interactions inside the building. 
The main staircase connected different split levels together. Its recess from the 
main street suggested an interface between the inside and the outside world. From the 
heart of the building, people at the staircase could look onto the outside world at ihe 
activities on the main street. 
The external curvilinear steps which led to the backyard playground resembled 
an alley with home-feel character. The effect was consistent with Van Eyck's idea that 












































































































































































































































































































































































































District Community Centre ‘ 
‘ Precedence 
City of Refuge, Paris 1929-33 Le Corbusier - a conflict of interest 
between the pursuance of architectural ideology and practical social need 
w 
The City of Refuge was conceived by Le Corbusier as "machine for living". 
The building consisted of three mains services for the have-nots in the urban society, 
i.e. shelter, meals and workshops. The client was Salvation Army whose aim was to 
reintegrate the outcasts back to the society. 
Therefore, there were the divergence between the architect's wish to uphold his 
ideology and belief in progressive architecture, and the client practical social needs and 
commitments. In the initial design phase, the architects proposed a full-height sealed 
and glazed curtain wall system with double layer construction. The interior of the 
building would be supplied with conditioned air by mechanical system throughout the 
buildings. Though it sounded a commonplace in the present days, Corbusiers's idea by 
the 3()s was never attempted before so thoroughly and extensively in a dormitory 
building anywhere in the world. Corbusier strongly believed that the procurement of 
scientific advancement for the well beings of the mankind should be the ultimate task 
of a contemporary architect. 
But the technological and financial conditions in the 30s fell short of 
Corbusiers's ideology. Firstly, the client was lacking donation to fund the pioneer ideas 
of the architect. The client immediately turned down the architect's proposal of double 
layer curtain wall system. This reduced significantly the resistance of the building 
envelope to heat gain through thermal transmission. Secondly, the technology in air 
conditions was not well developed in those days. The lack of fund and technology 
support led to the installation of a sub-standard mechanical ventilation system. The 
fresh air supply and air extraction were inadequate, resulting to a considerable high 
level of carbon dioxide content in the interior which was detrimental to the health of 
children's in the creche. The building interior was only supplied with ventilated air 
without air cooling treatment which caused a build-up of temperature to level higher 
than 30 degree Celsius. The residents strongly complained of hot, uncomfortable and 
suffocating environment inside the building. The Salvation Army sought the authority 
opinion on the mechanical systems. Alter thorough investigation, the authority 
Howard Hui 
District Community Centre ‘ 
‘ required the provision of openable window to one third of the glazed southern facade 
‘ and fifty percent of the cost of the installation should be paid by the architects and 
contractors. 
During the WWII, the building was badly damaged by German air raid in 1944. 
The southern facade required restoration urgently after the war. Corbusier approached 
the Salvation Army by offering voluntary service for the task of restoration. But client 
did not want the curtain wall installed again in the building. Instead, the client 
requested lower portion of each storey should be opaque, the middle portion fixed 
glazing and the upper portion openable sash. Corbusier proposed at the same time the 
sunscreen construction. Despite engineer's comment that the sunscreen would become 
a redundancy with the sixty percent opaque surface, the brise soleil was finally added 
out of aesthetic concern to the southern facade. 
In conclusion, the Cite de Refuge was a good example reflecting the diverging 
interests of the architects and the client's which could result to a mal-performance of 
the final product. 
m 
Id fc l 1 ' T h e C a e de R e f u g e a f te r comple t io . . . seet i f rom the rue Ca.Ua.Mel 
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Code of Practice and Regulation for Child Care Centres 
Listed below are the most important items in the regulation affecting the overall 
planning strategy: 
R21 (3) The ceiling of every such room shall not be less than 2.3 M above the 
level of the floor 
R19 A centre for children aged 2 to 6 years must not be more than 24 
meters above ground level; 
R24 (1) Where a roof is used as a playground, there must be a minimum of 2 
suitable staircases, leading from the roof to a satisfactory open air exit 
at ground level.. 
R31 The minimum area of floor space required in respect of each child in a 
centre shall be : 
Type of centre Age of child Area Area 
non-residential 2 years and over 1.8 sq. M. 2.3 sq. M. 
Area (a) The area of any passage, storeroom, kitcen and office , toilet facility or 
staff room excluded in the floor space calculation 
Area (b) the area mentioned above to be included in the calculation. 
Code of Practice and Regulation for Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons) 
Similarly the most important items regarding the overall planning are listed as 
follows: 
(20) No part of residential care home shall be situated at a height more than 
24 M above the G/F; 
(21) The ceiling of every room be situated at height not less than 2.5 
measuring vertically from the floor or not less than 2.3 measuring 
vertically from the floor to the underside of any beam; 
(22) The minimum area of floor space required for each resident shall be 6.5 
sq. M. Per resident for C & A home. 
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Introduction - the point of departure 
In Hong Kong, the gap between the have and have-not in the society will likely 
to be exacerbated by the highly competitive economic environments. Because of the 
social stigma, the have-nots could not find their place in the community and become an 
alienated group in the community. To integrate these people back to the community 
become one of the paramount concern of the society. 
On the other hand, in a densely populated city where people are boxed within 
their tiny flats in the high-rise residential towers, the chance of interactions among 
different spectrums of the society and getting to know their neighbors are hard to find. 
The provision of meeting place for the community to enable the re-
establishment of the mutual supporting community spirit and the sense of 
neighborhoods is a prominent issue which the city dwellers should address to. 
Community centres are not merely a functional building or a container for 
community facilities. They should perform as the heart of the community which 
generates the life-blood for the whole district. 
The western district is one of the oldest district in Hong Kong. The sloping 
topography affects the physical development as well as the social stratification of the 
district and the Bonham Road demarcates the better off at the higher mid-level from 
their counterparts at the lower level. 
The chosen site of the community centre straddles between High Street and 
Boham Road. It endeavors to bring together the two communities together and to 
foster a sense of unity within the community. 
The proximity of the chosen site to the King George V Memorial Park enables 
ample out-door space for the stretching of the community in the densely populated 
environment. 
This project will incur various architecture issues, including the rezoning of 
landuse, the intergration of the site with the surroundings, the preservation of the 
granite facade of the existing building, and the identification with the needs of the 
society. They will be dealt with separately in the report and then a design strategy for 
the community centre will be proposed in the final part of the report. 
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Client Profi le 
Home Affairs Department acts as a bridge between the government and the 
people contributing to the continued stability and well-being of our society. 
The Home Affairs Department is responsible for the District administration 
Scheme community building and community involvement activities, and minor 
environmental improvement projects. 
Community biiiJdmg efforts involve providing purpose-built facilities for group 
and community activities, the formation of citizen's organization and the 
encouragement of community participation in the administration of public affairs so as 
to foster among the people of Hong Kong a sense of belonging, mutual care and civic 
responsibility. 
Its responsibility also includes exercising statutory functions related to the 
improvement of safety standards of bedspace apartment. Through welfare agencies, it 
provides accommodation of persons displaced from bed-space apartments. 
WhiJe the Home Affairs Department has policy responsibility for the program 
of community buildmg, the Home Affairs Department and the Social Welfare 
Department are principally responsible for its implementation. 
Social Welfare Department provides a wide range of facilities for different 
sectors of the community including children and youth, the elderly and the disabled etc. 
For example, child-care centres, residential services for the elderly, rehabilitation 
services for the disabled people. Some of the facilities are provided in the welfare block 
of community centres, while others are accommodated on public housing estates, 
private developments and joint-user buildings. 
In regards to community buildmg, social welfare department organizes a wide 
range of group and committees work activities to promote the social relationships and 
cohesion within the community. 
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Though Hong Kong is not a welfare state but the community cares deeply 
about its state of welfare. In 1995, the objective of the department was set out in the 
white paper "Equal Opportunities and Full Participation : A Better Tomorrow for all 
(1995) . To meet this commitment the department has been actively planning for the 
expansion of its services. This involves the identification of premises to accommodate 
the additional service. In the 1995 departmental report of Social Welfare Department, 
there is still a shortage of 86 premises. 
Demographic Chart (1991 Census) 
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Land Use Issue - A Reconsideration of Amendment of Land Use 
Zoning 
The controversial issue in 1994 that the Hong Kong government intended to 
auction the old mental hospital for residential flat redevelopment aroused much protest 
from the local community and prompted us to look into the historical background of 
the site. 
The building was originally built as European Nursing Staff Quarter of the Civil 
Hospital in 1892. After World War II, the staff quarters were converted into a mental 
hospital. An annex, which was at the present the Hong Kong Player, was build in 1950 
as staff quarter addition. 
With the completion of Castle Peak Mental Hospital in 1961, the old mental 
hospital was used as the day care center and the treatment of psychiatric out-patient. 
By 1971, the Rehabilitation Center moved to David Trench and the building had been 
left vacant since then. 
The site remained as GIC (Government, Institution and Community) category 
until 1992 when the government announced its intention to rezone the area into 
residential category. The rezoning was based on the ground that the Hospital Authority 
lacked the fund to redevelop the old mental hospital and, with the recent expansion of 
Queen Marry Hospital, there shall be no need to redevelop the mental hospital on 
medical purpose. 
In the outline zoning plan issued in 1993, the old mental hospital was rezoned 
from GIC into residential area. But strong opposition came from the community 
regarding government's intention to auction the land to private developers. As the old 
hospital area was the only low dense development area in the Western District, the 
redevelopment of the hospital into residential block would further worsen the present 
congested conditions of the Western District. The site had been used for GIC purpose 
since 1892. The further reduction of GIC site would have an adverse effect on the 
well-beings of the community. 
The lot boundary facing High Street commanded a good vista of the King 
George V Memorial Garden and the facade of the old mental hospital could be 
transformed into a nice viewing corridors for the community as a whole. By 1994 
upon reviewing the public opinion the government suspended the auction of the 
hospital and the seeking for alternative use of site as GIC went underway. 
Due to the growing demand for communities facilities in the district and the 
existing Western District Community Center at Western Street was lacking space for 
further expansion, the Home Affairs Department was seeking another location for the 
district community. 
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As Northcote Education College at Taipo was under constructed at the 
moment, the coUege at Bonham Road would soon be removed upon the completion of 
the construction work in Taipo. Northcote Education College was directly accessible 
from Bonham Road and it could be a possible location for the future district commuity 
centre. But after consultation with Education Department, the consideration was 
doomed as the areas was reserved for the future language training centre. 
With its proximity to the King George V Memorial Garden, the old mental 
hospital could be an another ideal ground for community center and the first 
preliminary feasibility study was then done by Architectural Services Department in 
1995. Keeping with the low rise development was the major consideration in the 
design. 
The impact of the future District Community Center on the adjacent methadone 
center is considered in this paper. In Hong Kong, the drug addicts were less willing to 
disclose their drug addiction, and they preferred centers of less obvious location. The 
portion of the Eastern Street between the old mental hospital and methadone clinic, 
being less frequented by vehicular and pedestrian traffic, became the gathering ground 
for the drug addicts who came to the center for medical treatment. The wide tree 
canopies along the Eastern street provided excellent shelter for sitting out. 
With the redevelopment of mental hospital into community center, the area 
would then be frequently visited by the general public and this would prompt the 
reconsideration of better ground for the methadone center. 
With the completion of the specialized medical blocks in Queen Mary Hospital, 
the specialized units in the Jockey Club Clinic at Queen Road West would be 
transferred to the Queen Mary Hospital within a couple of years. The emptied floor 
space in Jockey Club Clinic might be a possible spot for the relocation of the existing 
methadone clinic which was at the present housed in a run-down Victorian building at 
High Street. There were some open space of less obvious location behind the Jockey 
Club Clinic and would likely be favored by the drug addicts. 
If the relocation of methadone clinic was possible, the adjacent lot to the west 
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Site Analysis - A Consideration of Integration with the Surrounding 
Environment 
Comparing with the existing community center at the Western Street, the local 
community had the following words about the location of the new center at High 
Street: 
(1) They complained that the new location was too dark and was an insecure place 
to go. Most of the housewife were worried a great deal about their own safety as 
they would come to the center in the evening; 
(2) The traffic was a mess along the Eastern Street. There were too many vehicles 
using the street. Because of its reduced width, the air quality of the Eastern 
Street was poorer than the Western Street. The vehicular exhaust created a very 
dusty and polluted environment which was detrimental to the health of the 
pedestrian; 
(3) The High Street location was higher than the existing community center at 
Western Street. People living in the lower part of the Western District found that 
it would be too taxing to walk all the way up to the new center. 
(4) The site location was isolated, lacking linkages with the surroundings. To the 
south was the Northcote College, west was the drug addict centre, east and 
south were slopes cutting off the site from the direct access to Bonham Road and 
King George V Memorial Garden. 
To deal with the above listed problem, an overall strategy to improve the 
linkages of the new community center with its surroundings were proposed as follows: 
(1) To create a safe road junction at High Street and Eastern Street, the portion of 
Eastern Street Between High Street and 3rd Street would be zoned as non-
vehicular area so that some of traffic could be redistributed to 3rd Street and the 
traffic load on the said road junction could be reduced. Zebra crossing would be 
provided at High Street to create a safer zone for access to the community centre 
and to facilitate better pedestrian flow from the King George V Memorial 
Garden to the community centre. 
(2) To deal with the dust problems, transparent screen separating the pedestrian path 
with the driveway would be provided to the lower portion of Eastern Street from 
2nd Street to Queen Road West; 
(3) Pedestrian flyover will be provided over the hospital road to bring people from 
the Eastern Street to the King George V Memorial Park. Pedestrian, especially 
the elderly, could then go to the High Street via the recently renovated walkways 
of the garden without walking along the steeply sloping upper portion of the 
Eastern Street. 
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(4) Three entrances would be provided to forge the link with the surroundings, that 
is High Street, Eastern Street, and Bonham Road entrances. Entrances were 
brought together at the public concourse at 49 level which forged the links 
between the upper and lower Western District; 
5) To create better linkage with the Central Street, it was proposed to have Ying 
Was Terrace and West End Terrace connected together with the drug addict 
centre site. In the previous section of urban land issue, it was mentioned that the 
drug addict centre site could be into residential land use. Therefore, the podium 
level of the residential building could be formed into part of the terrace linkages 
between the Central Street and the Eastern Street entrance of the community 
centre at 49 level. Shop fronts open on to the terrace could attract more people 
walking via the terrace link to the public concourse of the community centre. 
Transparent Screen separating 
\ 
Proposed flyover over Hospital 
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Working with Old Building • a pros and cons on method of 
preservation 
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In 1992 the Antique and Monument Office reclassified the old mental hospital 
form Grade II to Grade I historical building. 
The facade of old mental hospital was the subject of preservation. It was made 
of rusticated granite formed into an arcade verandah which gave a dignified 
renaissance appearance to the building. According to the Antique and Monumental 
Office, two-third of construction cost in 1892 (i.e. $ 75,000) went into the granite 
facade and the retaining wall. 
The proportion study in the thesis report done by Mr.Y.F.Yeung of University 
of Hong Kong revealed the well co-ordination of dimensions of the facade in line with 
the mathematical rule of golden section. It was undoubtedly a treasure of Hong Kong 
people which needed the utmost attention in the redevelopment program. 
As regards the rest of the buildings, they were in badly rundown conditions. 
The interior was severely damaged by fire which had broken out twice since the 
building was left vacant. Part of the roof had collapsed and the structural integrity of 
the brick wall was greatly affected. To renovate the interior would cost a huge sum 
which did not worth to do it. 
There were various ways to retain the facade of existing building. The most 
common practice was to build a braced steel scaffold to grip the facade together before 
the commencement of demolition of the building behind it. The steel scaffold could be 
either on the external or internal side of the building, depending on the space 
availability on the site. 
As the building facade of the mental hospital was resting on a retaining 
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the above description. Several factors which came into the consideration of choosing 
the right method were listed as below: 
(1) Due to the sloping topography of the site, the existing building was built on a 
huge retaining wall. Records on the retaining structure was lacking. Referring 
to the construction method of those days, it was probably made of granite wall 
to hold back the soil and water pressure by its own self-weight. To fulfill the 
present day's stringent geotechnical requirement, it was advisable to have 
existing retaining wall to be demolished and rebuild again; 
(2) The existing granite retaining wall was massive and occupied a lot of space 
above ground. The use of soldier pile waU below ground level to replace the 
existing one would free more space for the future community center; 
(3) The existing building at junction between High Street and Eastern Street was 
off the ground on an elevated platform. Being a community center, it was more 
appropriate to bring the building back to ground level to allow pedestrians to 
have direct access from street level with the building interior so as to attract 
more people using the centers; 
(4) Since the facade was resting on the retaining structure, the demolition of the 
retaining structure meant the removal of the facade foundation. To preserve the 
facade there would be two ways to do about it” that was either to build a 
temporary platform underneath the facade before demolition of the retaining 
wall or to have the facade transported to elsewhere and then had it reassembled 
again after excavation work and construction of the ground floor slab was 
done. For the latter method, dowel bars could be inserted between granite and 
the reinforced concrete supporting structure to create bond with the new 
structure. The first method might be a hindrance to the substructure work as 
the platform supporting structure would stand in the way of the excavation 
machinery and hence it would take longer period to complete the substructure. 
The second method might require additional cost of reassembling but as the 
facade was formed into an arch verandah, the actual amount of granite 
materials needed to be transported and reassembled were less than the one-
quarter of the surface area of the facade. Therefore, the additional work of the 
second method would not constitute a significant increase in the cost of 
preservation which might be offset by the savings in the construction time. The 
granite materials could be transported and stored in the yard behind the 
Northecote Education College until the time was ready for its reassemble; 
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Program - A Identification of the Need of the Community 
Standard provisions for district community center are laid out in the Chapter 3 
Community Facilities of the Hong Kong Planning Standards Guidelines. According to 
the guideline, there shall be one district community for every 80 000 to 120 000 
persons in a district. The total population in Central and Western District are 245 000 
(1991 census). With only one district community center in the district, the provision of 
facilities in the community center need a reviewed to see what sort of improvement 
shall be required. 
Existing District Community Center 
At the present, the district community center at High Street has the following 
facilities: 
(1) group work unit for children, youth and adult; 
(2) family activity and resource center; 
day activity center for the mentally handicapped; 
(4) reading room; 
(5) one interest group classrooms for 20 persons; 
(6) two multi-purpose rooms (each of 50 sq. M.) 
Comparing with the guideline, the areas provided in the center are generally 
below the standard schedule of accommodation. The standard items and the floor area 
required of a district community center are listed as below: 
(1) multipurpose hall and stage 451 sq. m. 
(2) administration, conference room 135 sq. m. 
(3) open basketball court/ 448 sq. m. 
outdoor activities area 
(4) group activities - children 228 sq. m. 
(5) group activities - youth 242 sq. m. 
(6) group activities - adult 112 sq. m. 
(7) study/ reading room 130 sq.m. 
(8) day nursery for children 336 sq. m. 
aged 2 -6 years 
total 2082 sq. M. 
From an interview with the locals, the interest group classroom and the multi-
purpose rooms were frequently used by the people. The time for advance booking for 
the use of the classroom and multi-purpose rooms could be more than one year, 
indicating a great demand for the expansion of such facilities in the district. 
Comments on the multipurpose hall were made during interview with the 
members of Hong Kong Players which was presently using the annex in the mental 
hospital at High Street. Hong Kong Players was an amateur drama organization whose 
members were mainly foreigners. The technical director, Mr. Steven Lewis, explained 
most of its performances were in english medium that is the reason why the majority of 
its members are expatriates. Their organization had on average around ten 
performances in one year. The building was used as their rehearsal ground, work shops 
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and costume and props storage's. Performance was usually held in Art Centers in 
Wanchai. With the shortage of space in the territory, Mr. Steven Lewis commented 
that two of halls of various sizes were preferable to only one big halls. 
Other Existing Community Facilities 
There are other existing community facilities in the district which need upgrade 
and shall be provided in the new district community center. 
(1) Day Nursery at 1st street which is congested and lacks outdoor space; 
(2) Out-reach Social Work Team in Kennedy Town which lacks a central 
location in the district; 
(3) Care and Attention Homes which have 13 000 applications under 
waiting list; 
(4) Bedspace apartment for single persons 
For the item (4), there are only 2 bedspace hostels in line with the requirement 
of the Bedspace Apartment Ordinance, and the hostels have capacity of 90 persons. 
With the enforcement of the ordinance in 1998, a number of private apartments will 
require considerable amendment and some of the 500 inhabitants presently living in the 
bedspace apartments within the district will become homeless. Therefore, bedspace 
accommodation shall be provided in the new community center for the people affected 
by the ordinance. 
Considering the sloping topography of the site which will not be a convenient 
location for the elderly to move around, Day Cares/ Social Centres for elderly will not 
be provided in the proposed district community center at High Street. Instead, it will 
be included in the residential redevelopment of the staff quarter of slaughter house by 
Housing Society in Kennedy Town. 
Rehabilitation Facilities 
A white paper on rehabilitation was issued in 6/1995 setting out the 
government's policy decisions on the further development of rehabilitation services for 
the next decade and beyond. At the present, the territory had about 264 000 
individuals with some form of disability and the objective of Hong Kong's 
rehabilitation services is to integrate people with a disability into the community. 
Therefore, in addition to the day activities center for adult mentally 
handicapped, an early education and training center shall be provided for the mentally 
handicapped under the age of 6. To complement the day activities centre, a hostel for 
severly handicapped adult would be provided to offer accommodation as well as to 
encourage the handicapped people to live independently. The hostel for severely 
handicapped would be a pioneer service in the whole territory. It endeavoured to 
achieve the objective laid down in the white paper, that is “ Equal Opportunity for 
Air. 
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Summary of Schedule of Accommodation 
Uses Capacity Area 
Multi-purpose Hall option 1 500 seats 450 sq. M 
option 2 300 seats 275 sq. M. 
200 seats 175 sq. M. 
Conference Room 35 people 40 sq. M. 
Group Work Unit 750 sq. M. 
Day Nursery Centre 100 people 379 sq. M. 
Outreaching Social Work n o sq. M. 
Day Activities Centres 50 people 319 sq. M. 
Early Education Training Centre 60 people 152 sq. M. 
Hostel for the Handicapped 50 people 660 sq. M. 
Care and Attention Home 125 people 2259 sq. M. 
Bedspace Apartment 270 people 3900 sq. M. 
Total 8359 sq. M. 
Conference Room 
For group and community meetings, film-shows to smaller gatherings and audio 
visual illustration to education groups. 
Multi-purpose Hall 
.For concerts, operas, film shows, ceremonies etc.; 
.For physical activities such as judo, running games etc.: 
.For exposition of photos, paintings, handicrafts, arts etc.; 
.For mass activities such as fun fair, open parties, dinner parties etc.; 
.To serve as community hall; 
.Ceiling height of hall around 9.14 M for badminton; 
Work Group Unit 
.Work Group Unit provides group and welfare programs for enhancing personal 
growth and responsibility towards community, meeting welfare needs of individual 
and families; 
.Various facilities are provided for children, youth and adult including, common 
room, group activities room, domestic science room, photo dark room and 
study/reading room; 
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Family activity and resource centre serves as focal point of interest and contact for 
families in the locality. Play areas for children, TV and hifi, family sitting area are 
provided in the centre. Tea party and family functions will be organized from time to 
time the centre to enhance family relationship and to develop mutual help among 
families of the community. 
Day Nursery Centre 
.Day Nursery Centre provided core and training for children between 2 and 6 years 
old in a day nursery activities are organized for children with an aim to develop, 
their social physical and conceptual skills. These activities generally include gross 
motor play, fine motor play, creative arts and crafts, story telling, music etc. Outdoor 
playground are preferably provided in the centre. 
.Child Care Centres Ordinance and Regulation lay out the building control on day 
nursery centres (see Appendix I); 
Outreaching Social Work 
• Outreaching social works provides counseling and guidance to young people, 
especially those who are vulnerable to undesirable influences. Social workers will 
go out to places where young people like to hang around eg playground, electronic 
game centres, to build up relationship with them, to help them to solve out their 
problem and to provide guidance for their proper development; 
.Facilities like interview room and multi-purpose activity room will be provided; 
Day Activity Centre 
• Provide training to the mentally handicapped adult and to help them to develop the 
skills to look after themselves and to live independently; 
.Dining/ Social training area, peer room, and sick bays are provided in the centre; 
Early Education and Training Centre 
• The centre provide rehabilitation service for the mentally handicapped children under 
6. It aims to speed up their progress through rehabilitation training programs, enable 
them to join with other normal kids for primary education and integrate them with 
the normal social activities; 
Care and Attention Home 
.Care and Attention Home provide residential care, supervision and guidance for 
persons who have attained the age of 60 years and who are generally weak in health 
and are suffering from a functional disability to the extent that they require personal 
care and attention in the course of daily living activities; 
• Residential Care Home (Elderly Person) Ordinance and Regulation provides the 
statutory control on the running of elderly home. Part VI of the regulation stipulates 
the design requirement of Care and Attention Homes (see appendix II); 
Singleton hostel 
.The singleton hostel provides bedspace accommodation for bedspace dwellers under 
the age of 60. Basically, the designs of the apartment is based on modular of 6-
person bedroom with TV and telephone set. Communal facilities like bathroom and 
pantry are provided on 24-person bases. 
.Bedspace Apartments are governed by the Bedspace Apartment Ordinance; 
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Functional Analysis 
Public Concourse, Community Centre, and the Linkage with the 
Surroundings 
_ 
Sketch of Quincy Marke t , U S A 
Due to the peculiarities in the site conditions (refer site analysis) and the varied 
nature of the facilities in the community centre, a public concourse at 49 level would 
be provided to forge the link among different parts of the site and various entrances. 
First, entrance at Bonham Road would enable the community to the north of 
Bonham Road had direct access to the community centre. Lift lobby provided the 
vertical linkages to bring pedestrian from the Bonham Road at 63.5 level to the public 
concourse at 49 level. 
Second, Eastern Street entrance at 43 level and 49 level would provide direct 
access to the multi-purpose hall and the public concourse respectively. Lift lobby 
would bring pedestrian to different levels within the buildings. 
Third, High Street entrance sandwiched between Eastern Street and Bonham 
Street entrance would provide access to the public concourse along the front elevation 
of the building. 
There would be various sorts of activities at the public concourse. Out door 
sitting area, cafe and shops would be provided at the concourse to enliven the area. 
Being an elevated platform, the public concourse would also become a viewing 
corridor. Pedestrian could have a panorama view of the Western District and the King 
George V Memorial Park. With the preservation of the existing verandah, the arch 
opening of the verandah framed the view of the whole district. 
The sunken courtyards were provided at various spots of the public concourse. 
With the introduction of level changes, the activities at the sunken courtyards could be 
segregated from the pedestrian flows at the public concourse but visual contact could 








































































































































































































District Community Centre 
Functional Analysis 
Linkage within the inside world of the community centre 
r ^ ^ — I 
x ^ , 
The district community centre consists of multifarious facilities for all 
spectrums of people in the society, the normal as well as the disables. For p l a n n i n a 
purpose, they are classifies into three categories regarding their nature of activities: 
(1) the residential facilities; 
(2) the interactive social facilities; 
(3) the facilities requiring seclusive setting; 
The residential facilities are located in the upper stories for better lighting 
ventilation and view. The interactive social facilities are located close to the public 
concourse and podium roof terrace to enhance their interaction. The facilities 
requiring seclusive setting will be provided with mechanical ventilation and acoustic 
control. Details of functions grouped under each categories are listed in the schematic 
diagram. 
The interactive social facilities are the core of the program which bring live to 
the community centre. Their relationships are separately analyzed in a schematic 
diagram. They are mainly classified into services for the normal, the disables and the 
young people likely subjected to the bad influence in the society. The mam design 
strategy is to enhance their interactions with each other and with the society through 
their integration with the public concourse and outdoor space. 
As the public concourse is linked to the Boham Road, the Eastern Street and 
High Street., it is also endeavoured to bring together the better off to the north of 
Bonham Road at mid-level with those people living in the Sung Ying Pun district to 
the south of the Bonham Road and to foster the social unity in the western district 
through the provision of a new district community at High Street. 
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Schematic Linkages within the Community Centre 
View, Light, Residential p Single Hostel 
Ventilation, ^ H H i j ^ Facilities ——C & A for Elderly 




Day Activities Centres 
Concourse, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Social - Early Education Centres 
Outdoor ^ ^ Facilities 
Work Group Units 
Env i ronmen t - Day Nursery 
^ L Out Reach 
I I II 
I I II 
I _ _ ^ _ _ _ L 
Mechanically, Facilities 
Multi-purpose Hall 
Acoustically ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ requir ing ——Conference Room 
controlled ^ seculsive L study Centres 
evironment setting 
Linkages among interactive soical facilites 
Facilites for Disables Facilities for the Normal 
children -early education ^ ^ day nursery 
“ children work group 
adult -day activites ^ ^ adult work group 
youth -day activities ^ ^ youth work group 
IS 
Facilities for Deliquent 
youth out reach ^ social workers 
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Appendix I 
Code of Practice and Regulation for Child Care Centres 
Listed below are the most important items in the regulation affectms the overall 
planning strategy: -“ 
R21 (3) The ceiling of every such room shall not be less than 2.3 M above the 
level of the floor 
R19 A centre for children aged 2 to 6 years must not be more than 24 
meters above ground level; 
R24 (1) Where a roof is used as a playground, there must be a minimum of 2 
suitable staircases, leading from the roof to a satisfactory open air exit 
at ground level.. 
R31 The minimum area of floor space required in respect of each child in a 
centre shall be : 
Type of centre Age of child Area Area 
non-residential 2 years and over 1.8 sq. M. 2.3 sq. M. 
Area (a) The area of any passage, storeroom, kitcen and office , toilet facility or 
staff room excluded in the floor space calculation 
Area (b) the area mentioned above to be included in the calculation. 
Appendix II 
Code of Practice and Regulation for Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons) 
Similarly the most important items regarding the overall planning are listed as follows: 
(20) No part of residential care home shall be situated at a height more than 
24 M above the G/F; 
(21) The ceiling of every room be situated at height not less than 2.5 
measuring vertically from the floor or not less than 2.3 measuring 
vertically from the floor to the underside of any beam; 
(22) The minimum area of floor space required for each resident shall be 6.5 
sq. M. Per resident for C & A home. 
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Precedence 
Hubertus Association Netherlands - a statement on the outside and inside 
world • 
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The Hubertus Association was an voluntary organization for supporting single 
parents and their children. Services provided in the association included 24-hoiir 
cr che work-group and temporary accommodation. The objective of the organization 
was to give the single parents and their children a place with security and protection 
while preparing for their return to the society. Though the Hubertus Association was 
not a district community center, the study on Van Eyck's building threw a lot of insight 
on the design of community center. 
To encourage communication and interaction, Van Eyck put a lot of emphasis 
on the connection between the world inside and the world outside, and the linkages 
between the different levels within the buildings. 
The use of bay windows, stepping loggias, open porch entrance, arched 
window transom and full height glazing were deliberately used by Van Eyck to forge 
the suggestive link between inside and outside. 
Split levels between the new annex and the existing buildmss defined the 
different functional parts of the building. Split levels enriched the 3-dimensional quality 
and induced more interactions inside the building. 
The main staircase connected different split levek together. Its recess from the 
main street suggested an interface between the mside and the outside world. From the 
heart of the building, people at the staircase could look onto the outside world at the 
activities on the main street. 
The external curvilinear steps which led to the backyard playground resembled 
an alley with home-feel character. The effect was consistent with Van Eyck's idea that 
a building was a city on its own. 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































District Community Centre ‘ 
Precedence 
City of Reftige, Paris 1929-33, Le Corbusier - a conflict of interest 
between the pursuance of architectural ideology and practical social need 
The City of Refuge was conceived by Le Corbusier as "machine for living . 
The building consisted of three mains services for the have-nots in the urban society, 
i.e. shelter, meals and workshops. The client was Salvation Army whose aim was to 
reintegrate the outcasts back to the society. 
Therefore, there were the divergence between the architect's wish to uphold his 
ideology and belief in progressive architecture, and the client practical social needs and 
commitments. In the initial design phase, the architects proposed a fuU-height sealed 
and glazed curtain wall system with double layer construction. The interior of the 
building would be supplied with conditioned air by mechanical system throughout the 
buildings. Though it sounded a commonplace in the present days, Corbusiers's idea by 
the 30s was never attempted before so thoroughly and extensively in a dormitory 
building anywhere in the world. Corbusier strongly believed that the procurement of 
scientific advancement for the well beings of the mankind should be the ultimate task 
of a contemporary architect. 
But the technological and financial conditions in the 30s fell short of 
Corbusiers's ideology. Firstly, the client was lacking donation to fund the pioneer ideas 
of the architect. The client immediately turned down the architect's proposal of double 
layer curtain wall system. This reduced significantly the resistance of the building 
envelope to heat gain through thermal transmission. Secondly, the technology in air 
conditions was not weU developed in those days. The lack of fund and technology 
support led to the installation of a sub-standard mechanical ventilation system. The 
fresh air supply and air extraction were inadequate, resulting to a considerable high 
level of carbon dioxide content in the interior which was detrimental to the health of 
children's in the creche. The building interior was only supplied with ventilated air 
without air cooling treatment which caused a build-up of temperature to level higher 
than 30 degree Celsius. The residents strongly complained of hot, uncomfortable and 
suffocating environment inside the building. The Salvation Army sought the authority 
opinion on the mechanical systems. After thorough investigation, the authority 
Howard Hui 
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required the provision of openable window to one third of the glazed southern facade 
and fifty percent of the cost of the installation should be paid by the architects and 
contractors. 
During the WWII, the building was badly damaged by German air raid in 1944. 
The southern facade required restoration urgently after the war. Corbusier approached 
the Salvation Army by offering voluntary service for the task of restoration. But client 
did not want the curtain wall installed again in the building. Instead, the client 
requested lower portion of each storey should be opaque, the middle portion fixed 
glazing and the upper portion openable sash. Corbusier proposed at the same time the 
sunscreen construction. Despite engineer's comment that the sunscreen would become 
a redundancy with the sixty percent opaque surface, the brise soleil was finally added 
out of aesthetic concern to the southern facade. 
In conclusion, the Cite de Refuge was a good example reflecting the diverging 
interests of the architects and the client's which could result to a mal-performance of 
the final product. 
- " I ^ — — — 
’ 
‘ The CilS de Refuge after compielion. seen from the rue Canta.rd. 
IIh> S „ „ l h fac.ul ,- :.fl,-r ronovnli , . , , n .ul .-ul.tili,,,, „ f , | „ . hn.e-,nlril i„ 1952 . 
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